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s O M E 
SCRIPTURAL DIRECTIONS, &. 


" T AVING experienced much of the rich mercy, free. 
H love and ook of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and being 
come to the verge of life, I would attempt to write 
ſome plain rules of holy living, to aſſiſt the faith and prac- 
tice of weak: believers, which I have found uſeful. Nor 
ſhall I write any thing but what Iknow by experience; or 
any thing to pleaſe the critical or curious; or any points of 
doctrine not abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. Tis only; 
the plain, fincere humble Chriſtian, that I expect will re- 
we or prefit by what I write. And may the bleſſed Re- 
_ deemer condeſcend to bleſs and ſanctify it by his Spirit, to 
his glory, and the good of many fouls! +» 
"The firſt ſtep to a life of faith in Chriſt, is, to know our 
_ dreadfu}, miſexgble ſtate by nature: dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins—at enmity with God—under the curſe of the 
law—ſlaves to fin and Satan—yet fo blind in heart, as to 
be quite ignorant of our miſery, and without aui//. or.) 
er to deliver ourſelyes. * Till the Lord convinceth- 
us of this we never ſeek a remedy—ſee no great need of 
Saviour —or ever ſeek to Chriſt to be ſaved. Mot people 
will tell you, they always did believe; and this plainly 
proves they know not what /aving faith is; ſuch may be- 
lieve the Goſpel hiſtory to be true; but this will got reveal 
Chriſt in the heart—or unite the ſoul to him, to receive 
pardon, grace, and ſalvation, thro' faith: To ſuch I can 
only ſay—that they ſhould cry mightily to God, to be en- 
lightened and taught of God; to 'be born of his Spirit, 
that they may ſee the kingdom of God, or the nature and 
excellency of ſpiritual things, and to be enabled to believe 
on Chriſt ſo as to be ſaved. Many ſerious people truſt only 
in a round of duties expect to be ſaved for their moral 
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and religious performances; without r ee 
ever were regenerated, or born anew of the Spirit of God, 
or favingly. believed on Jefus Chriſt for their falvation. 
Such as theſe are greatly to be pitie@, and are the hardeſt 
to be convinced | they are not ſafe: the doctrines ſuch 
ſit under, blind and harden them; perhaps, all they hear 
of the way to be ſaved, is, Do this, and do that, and all is 
well; without ever being told, the dreadful diſcaſes of their 
AN fouls, or the great Phytcian pointed out, who alone can 
' heal them. This is full as abſurd, as it would be in a 
phyſician to ſay to a ſick or dying man, Get up, and go 
© about your buſineſs! without applying any medicines or 
means to remove the diſeaſe. —If any are troubled in mind 
or diftreſt for fin, fearing to be loft, and enquiring how 
they can be ſaved; they are commonly told by their 
teachers, not to be troubled about ſuch things; that they 
af honeſt people - never did any harm—that they are ſafe 
enough God is merciful, &c, &c,” But tell them not of 
_ _*Goed's mercy and free ſalvation in Chriſt, nor the neceſſity 
of Faith, whereby the ſoul receives pardon, grace, and 
3 eternal life, as the free gift of God in Chriſt: Multitudes 
= of poor ſouls are led blindfold to eternal deſtruction by 
EF - fuch blind, unſcriptural deluſions! yet theſe are the com- 
mon doctrines preached at this day, to the utter ruin of 
poor ſouls! This is not preaching the Gofpel of Chriſt to 
poor ſinners, but Pagan morality, or Popiſh doctrine of 
border or, as if we were perfect creatures, without original 
un ahdCorruption, and had power to fulfill the whole law 
9 God. Burt this is as contrary to the goſpel ſalvation and 
God's way of ſaving finners as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 
bor light to darkneſs, and no people are more blind or fur- 
ther removed from ſalvation by Grace, than theſe that fit 
Ander ſueh doctrines; nay, none have commonly fo much 
enmity againſt it: like the Phariſees and Scribes of old. 
none hated and perſecuted Chriſt and his followers ſo much 
* as they. | | 1 5 
1 vor eat tenderneſs and concern for fuch; I feel for 
F them and pity them: for TI was many years in the ſame 
ſtate, and can tell from experience, how blind, ignorant, 
and prejudiced the mind became by falſe doctrine againſt 
God's way of free ſalvation by Grace. Chriſt ſays, The 
„0 n © publicans 
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blicans and harlots go into the kingdom of heaven, 
fore ſuch ſelf- righteous perſons.” > Tier 23473 Get Hog? 
I am apt to think ſome perſons may be regenerated, ot 
the principle of lightzand grace may be ſo weak, and bus 
ried under ſo. mucff darkneſs and ignorance, that little 
effects of it may appear for a long time; for the Spirit's 
operation is exceedingly yarious in this work: ſometimes 
*tis very powerful, like a ftrong mighty wind ; this makes 
the work and it's effects very evident: dut at other times, 
_ *tis like a gentle ſoft wind, breathing on the ſoul, quicken. 
ng it to a ſpiritual life; this makes the work leſs evident, 
though the effects will be the ſame : and ſome are regene- 
rated in fuch early years, that they cannot tell the time, 
&c. But if it be a vital prineiple of life from the Spirit of 
God, it will operate in time, and lead the ſoul to know its 
ſtate and its want of Chriſt; and the ſame Spirit will in 
time reveal Jeſus Chriſt, create ſaving faith, open the eyes 
of the mind to ſee Chriſt and his unſearchable riches; and 
to ſee the glory and excellency of ſpiritual things. Many 


people I believe would earneſtly ſeek to ſecure their eternal . 


ſalvation, did they not conclude they were in a ſafe ſtate 
already; tho' perhaps they are not ſo much as in the way 

of ſalvation ; 40 not ſo much as know it; but are ignorant 
of that only true foundation which the Lord hath laid in 
Sion. Many know not that Chriſt is the oz/y Way to God: 


None cometh to the Father, but by Him: He is the true 


and living way. Yet this way of ſalvation is little 
known — The people periſh for lack of knowledge!” Tis 
eaſy to convince notorious ſinners, that a great change is 
needful; but thoſe who ate ſtritt in outward. duties, and 
blameleſs in the eye of the world; tis ſtrange to them, if 
you tell them, they are not ſafe. | Yet the Word of God 
tells us, that, by nature, we are all children of wrath—- . 
at enmity againſt God - under the curſe of the Law of 
Sod, hating holineſs: yet ſo blind, that we know it not, 
fo dreadfully fallen, by original ſin, that we have no 
power to heal or help ourſelves, no will or. deſire to be 
renewed; but think we are very ſafe: or, if not, intend to» 
grow better, and do ſomething, one time or other, to 
| pleaſe God, and prepare ourſelves for Heaven. 'Thus moſt 
are deceived, by ſuppoſing themſelves ſafe, when they are 
n the high road to deſtru - n, and ignotant of the way of 
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falration. g Narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and 


Jous light; have 
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few there be that find it.” Matt. vii. 14. | 
The Scripture ſays, No foundation can be laid for. 


ſalvation, but Jeſus Chriſt. He ig the way, the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh to the Father, but by him. 


He is the rock of our ſalvation, againſt which the gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail. But none can ſavingly believe in 
Chriſt, but by the Holy Ghoſt; none but thoſe taught of 
God truly come to Chriſt.“ *Tis a work of God to believe 
in Chriſt. No man cometh to me except the Father draw 
him, John vi. 29. 44. ill we are taught of God, we 
cannot diſcern the nature of ſpiritual things: No man 
knoweth the things of God, but by the Spirit of God : 
They ſeem fooliſhneſs to all natural men; nor can the 
know them, becauſe they are only ſpiritually diſcerned. 
1 Cor. ii. 11. 14. Nor can man's wiſdom or learning help 
him: for that can give no principle of ſpiritual light to 
diſcern them by. This is the cauſe that ſpiritual things are 
explained away, and reaſon is ſet up as the judge and rule 
explain the wonderful things of God, tho as far above 


t 
8 - FIN as the heavens are above the earth. Until the ſoul 
be quickened, and the mind enlightened by the Spirit of 


God, there is no faculty of light or power in the mind to 
underſtand or conceive ſpiritual things: We may as well 
try to reach Heaven with our ws of or a blind man ſee 

natural things without eyes, as to diſcern and believe hea- 
venly things, without the Spirit of God. Human learning 
and man's wiſdom can only teach natural things, and there- 


fore the moſt learned men may be quite ignorant of the 
things of God; and the Lord often © hides them from 


the wiſe and prudent, and yet reveals them unto babes,” 


to humble the pride of all fleſh. „ | | 
Baut ali thoſe who are taught of God, and have ſavingly 


believed on Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, can remember the 
time when they were blind, and believed not; and can 
fay with the man in the goſpel, one thing I know, 


whereas once I was blind, now I ſee.” Theſe know, that 


they were brought out of nature's:darkneſs into marvel- 
| Ki the light and glory of God in the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt; and are in ſome meaſure 3 


is the life and por- 
tion 


Jo ſuch as theſe, Chriſt is precious; 


f 4 1 * 


I would beg to obſerve the following rules and means, 


which will, through the bleſſing of Chrift, ' increaſe know- 
ledge, faith, divine love, grace, and peace in the ſoul : 
Alſo as I go along, Iwill point out what appears to me to 

hinder and prevent the ſoul's growth in faith, grace, true 
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holineſs, &c. = 34/73. "TL TO: 
- Firſt, Divine Faith is the root and ſpring of all grace; 
holineſs, conſolation, and peace in the ſoul; for, by 
faith we receive Chriſt to dwell in our hearts, to impart 
light, grace, ftrength, and all ſpiritual life to the ſoul. 
By faith, the foul is vitally united to the Lord, as a 
branch is to a vine; and by acting faith on him, we live 
and grow in him, feeding on him, drawing ſpiritual life 


from him more abundantly: for Chriſt is a vital head of all 
divine influences to the foul, and without him, we can do 


nothing good. See John xv. 4, 5. Tis of great uſe to 
underſtand, and experience well, firſt, what Qhriſt hath 
done for us; and, ſecondly, what he hath wrought in- 
wwardly on our hearts and ſouls, by his Spirit; to know, 
whether what the word and promiſe of Chriſt teach and de- 
elare, be really imparted to the ſoul, through the teaching 


and witneſſing power of the Spirit of God. Tis tius' ena- 


bles the ſoul to apprehend Chrift in all his ſaving offices; 


to ſee and receive him as an a/l-/ufficient Saviour: to reſt 
and firmly depend on the word and promiſe of God, in 


Chriſt, to ſave us Freely from all fin, guilt, . and miſery ;. 
and to bring us to life, grace, and glory; working in us 
both to will and perform what the Lord commands in his 


word. Faith is the gift of God; the work of his Spirit in 


us; giving the ſoul power to believe and reſt on the faith= 


ful word and promiſes of God; alſo to ſee all is a free giſt 


of God's love to poor ſinners in Chriſt. No eonditions,. 
but believe and receive: all the bleſſings of the Goſpel are 


thus free. Whofoever will, let him come and take of 
the water of life, freely. According to your faith, be t 


unto you. All things are poflible to him that believer 


- Whatſoever ye defire when ye pray, believe that ye receive - 
them, and ye ſhall have them.” Theſe are the Goſpel 
terms: and in proportion as faith increaſes; or is in ex- 


erciſe, all grace, joy, peace, love, and delight in-God, 
and all ſpiritual light I life will grow and flouriſh in the 


| . wal; 


tion of their fouls; they long and deſire to know and believe 
n the Lord Jeſus more and more: and it is to theſe chĩefly 


* 
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ſioul; whereby it will be changed into the image of Chriſt, 
And go from ſtrength to ſtrength, from faich to faith, from 
grace to grace, till we arrive at glory. Faith is a great 
myſtery; a wonderful thing! none know what it is, but 
thoſe who have it; none know the want of it, but thoſe 
who have received ſome meaſure of it. The natural man 
knows nothing of it: its nature, efficacy, or conſtraining 
wer to love and obey God; to bring Chriſt into the 
eart, to make hint precious to the ſoul, to enable us to 
overcome the world; to delight in God, his word, way, 
ardinances, and all holy, Giriqual exerciſes. Nor do 
thoſe who have light in the mind only, or notions or opi- 
nions in the head only, and not the love and power of 
them in the heart; theſe know net what true ſaving faith 
working by love is: But ſuppoſe head- knowledge to be 
faith; and aſſent to the goſpel truths to be ſaving ;—I 
have been in both theſe ſtates, when I had no true faith; 
was confident I had it, and not ſenſible of the want of it. 
> After obtained clear notions in my head, I was certain, 
tt thenall was right and ſafe. But, when favoured with the 
power of divine things in my heart, I*found the former as 
_ a ſhadow only, and this the ſubſtance. An inward expe- 
_ rience of the things believed, wrought in the heart by the 
Spirit of God, is that which alone can keep the ſoul ſteady - 
and unmeved, amidſt all the ſpecious cavils and reaſonings 
of men: All ſhort of experience, ſeem only notions and 
opinions in the head. True faith puriſies the heart; ſub- 
dues fin; purges from idols, laſts, &. Faith overcomes 
the world, works by love into all holy obedience, drawing 
the ſoul to delight in God and his ſervice. ' Saving faitt 
is ſanctifying; transforming the ſoul into the image of 
Chriſt. See what fruits thy faith produceth: Is thy 
Heart, will, and affections truly and ſavingly changed? 
iſed to things above? IS thy worldly ſelfiſh 
ſpirit caſt out? art thou humble, holy, patient, '&c.? 
Beware of reſting in any thing ſhort of this: True a 
faĩth empties and humbles the ſoul, makes it go r and 
. maked to Chriſt, to receive Him for its whole ſalvation, 
. 40 dwell in us as the: hope of glory. By faith, we 
Fe. Jeſus Chrift! fulfilling the law, working out a perfect 
. "righteouſneſs for us, 20d offering hi mſelf up as a perfect 


* # 


facrifice and atonement. for all our ſins, alſo entered into 
SE : 
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Heaven for us, to intercede for us, to be our advocate; 
and, by faith, all the promiſes of God are ours. If 
Chriſt be yours, all is yours; life, death, —_ preſent 

and things to come. 1 Cor. iii. 22. In the old covenant 
of works, Do this, and live; obey, without fin, and ob- 
tain life. In the new covenant of free grace, Believe, 
and be ſaved: He that believeth ſhall be ſaved.” He 
that worketh not (for ſalvation) but believeth on him 
(Chriſt) who juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteouſneſs. Rom. iv. 4. Faith receiveth all ſalva- 
tion, freely, as God's gift of love. 'This is a myſtery. 
which God alone can teach the ſoul to know experimentally. 
Reaſon, unbelief, and unbelievers think this faith dange- 
rous, preſumptuous; and plead, It is good to doubt, to 
fear, and not reſt or truſt too confidently on what Chriſt 
hath done, or what God hath promiſed. This 1s fighting 
againſt God. But thoſe who have believed, have the wit- 
neſs of God's Spirit, ſealing God's promiſes to them; 
enabling them to receive pardon of all fins, through the 
blood of Chriſt, and juſtification and acceptance, through 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed to them; and truſt * 
fanRified by Chriſt's Spirit dwelling in them, imparting a 
new nature. We ſhould reſiſt and oppoſe all doubts and, 
unbelief, as the enemies of our ſouls peace; and ftrive to 
believe; hope, againſt hope; and fear nothing but fin and 
unkglief ; for in proportion as faith increaſes, ſo will all 


grace, comfort, life, and peace, grow and increaſe in the 
oul. 5 | 


Secondly. In order to obtain an increaſe of faith and 
exery grace and bleſſing, we muſt pray much. Prayer is 
bath a duty, and ſuch a privilege as is productive of every 

race and blefling. Oh! what may not be expected from 
the ＋ of Faith! what is it God hath not promiſed to 
thoſe that aſk in Chriſt's name ! By this, a believer may 
certainly grow in knowledge, faith, wiſdom, grace, pa- 
tience, peace, and reſt of foul. How amazing it is, 2 E 
the great God has permitted ſuch worms to come intg kis* 
preſence! to make all our requeſts known to him; 
miſing to hear our prayers, to fulfill our deſires ! bids us 
wait upon him; and hath opened a new and living way to 
the throne of grace, through the vail of Chriſt's fleſh, 
who pleads our cauſe and the merits of his own blood! wy 
ES” = ſays 


3 1 
fays unto us, Aſk what you will, in my name, and 1 
will do it: nay, Aſk, and receive; that your joy may be: 
full!“ Now, did we truly believe this we ſhould dili- 
gently ſeek and embrace every opportunity for prayer— 
ould go before the Lord with all our concerns, troubles 
and diſtrefſes—ſhould lay all our affairs before the Lord, 
for council, comfort and direction on all occaſions ; look-- 
| ns up to God, as the Almighty King and ſupreme Lord 
all things, (yet our God and Father in Chriſt) for his 
grace and bleſſing to attend us in all places; to guide, ſup- 
port, go with us, and be with us on all occaſions; and go 
no where, or undertake nothing without prayer. All be- 
hevers think this ought to be: yet, how backward, how 
loath to pray, are moſt! rather talk of it, than do it! cer- 
tainly this is unbelief: for, did we truly believe that God 
would hear erery prayer, and return a bleſſing every time 
we pray, it Ns be 1mpoſffible to be fo remit as many of 


us are. Did we really believe and expect to receive 


ſome precious bleſſing every time we aſked, how di- 
Agent ſhould we be, to find occaſions for prayer! to im- 
prove all ſpare minutes for this bleſſed exerciſe! Five or 
ten minutes often ſpent in fervent prayer, what great bleſſings 
might it bring down upon us! 2nd how many ſuch ſpaces 
of time might we find in a day, were we diligent to im- 
prove them! Do we want more faith, love, grace, and 
to delight more in God; to be ſtrong in Chriſt; to have 
more of his fullneſs of grace, peace, and preſence? We 
ſhould pray more: be more at the Fountain of life, draw- 
ing by faith out of the unſearchable riches of Chrift, 
who hath ſaid; “Seek, and ye ſhall find: Ak, and ye 
ſhall receive.” This would more endear and draw the 
foul to Chriſt! beget more faith, love, and ſweet union 
and communion with him; give the ſoul a holy freedom 
at the throne of grace, and beget a holy familiar converſe: 
hetween Chriſt and the ſoul; increaſing the ſpirit and 
power, as well as the habit of prayer. But moſt live at a 
aftance-from God, ſpeak ſeldom to him in prayer; are ſo 

2s, nay, unwilling to be employed in this ſweet profi- 
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Will give abundantly to them who wait 1. _ __ = | 
k not,” ſaith. the 
” Apoſtle. 


in faith. * Ye have not, becauſe ye 


tam? 1 
Apoſtle. If ye want faith in prayer, will, or power to 
pray; Aſk, and it ſhall be given you. We muſt pray, that 
we may be enabled to pray: Prayer increaſeth prayer. Oh! 
the ſoul refreſhments that flow from the receivings of faith, - 
race, and peace, obtained by prayer, through the preva- 
ent interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt! how ſweet to draw nigh 
to God, as our God and Father in Chriſt! to be often in 
converſe with the Almighty, in audience with Jehovah! 
to ſhow him all our troubles, wants, ſoul diſeaſes; to caſt 
every burthen and care upon him! Chriſt hath purchaſed © 
all grace and every bleſſing for us: prayer is the way and 
means to obtain them. . ** Chriſt is entered into Heaven, 
now, to appear in the preſence of God for us!” He offers 
our poor prayers enriched and perfumed with the incenſe 
of his own merits! Oh! who can tell the glorious privi- 
leges and bleſſings of Chriſt's interceſſion at the throne of 
\, grace! He who loved us, and died for us, who ever liveth - 
to be our Advocate! The incarnate God! who hath all 
power in Heaven and Earth! ſays unto-us, * Come unto 
me: Aſk what you will, &c.'”” Oh! let us, my friends, go 
boldly to the throne of grace, in full aſſurance of Faith! = 
Through His infinite merits, we may enter within the veil, Fe = 
and take hold on the Almighty's ſtrength! . | 
_ 1 verily believe, that moſt of that coldneſs, deadneſs, 
darkneſs, want of faith and comfort in the ſouls of many, 
is for want of more frequent and fervent prayer: It is 
prayer brings a blefling on the word of God, read or 
preached, and on all ordinances: but without much prayer, 
all will bein vain, We may read and talk ourſelves out of 
all religion, without much prayer. Pray much, tho' you 
read little; ſaid the divine Mr. Hervey. After the Apoſtle 
had pointed out all the parts of the ſpiritual armour, in 
Epheſ. vi, he brings in “ALL eRAYER and ſupplication, 
watching unto it with all perſeverance, as the great inſtru- 
ment to enable us to uſe the armour of God aright:” with- 
out this, they will be of little uſe to us, nor ſhall we fight 
the fight of faith. Prayer brings the influences of Chriſt's 
: | Spirit into our ſouls, both to ſubdue fin and corruption in 
: us, and to transform us into his bleſſed image, to make us 
meet for glory. All thoſe holy, heavenly men of old, were 5 
much in * lived a life of prayer, three or four hours 
Or more ſpent every day in prayer, this enabled ey 
| IONS af i wholly 
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wholly unto God; to be heavenly minded. Nor did I ever 
hear or tead of, or know any one, who grew much in the 
divine life of faith and love, who did not pray much, and 
often. A man of much prayer, is a man df much grace; ſaid 
holy Mr. Hervey. But, oh! the little prayer which contents 
many at this day! perhaps, only in the family, or ſome 
mort general prayers ſerve them: no wonder faith, zeal, 
tove, and grace are at ſuch a low ebb as we ſec in moſt 
Many tell you, they have not time; yet can find time 
for any thing befide. Some ſay, they want the 
race and ſpirit of prayer: let ſuch wait much upon the 
ord in prayer, and they ſhall receive both, Many of old 
= = much of the night in prayer, who wanted time in the 
ay: And fome I know, now, who will ariſe early to pray, 
or fit up late to converſe with God; and ſuch are the only 
perſons Iknow, who grow in true faith, real holineſs, and 
the vital power of religion; and to ſuch only, the Lord re- 
_ © veals himſelf as he doth not unto the world. There is a 
70 in holy living which none experience, but thoſe 

who are much in prayer; theſe are changed daily more and 
more into the image of Chriſt. There ariſes a peculiar 
from practical Godlineſs, far different 

from ſpeculative knowledge, gotions, and opinions; this is 

Experience; which none Fade but experienced Chriſtians, 
Such can diſcern; what others cannot. A man who travels 
through a country, has a far different ſort of knowledge of 
it, e who views it only in a Map, ——Prayer is a 
direct application tothe bleſſed God himſelf ; an immedi- 
ate intercourſe with the Fountain of all goodneſs, bleſſed- 
. neſs, power, and grace! it is holding communion with 
the infinite God in Chriſt, whoſe preſence creates heaven 
In the ſoul! what diyine bleſſed influences muſt the ſoul 
receive, from this conſtant and bleſſed exerciſe! In prayer, 
the ſoul puts forth acts of faith, hope, love, truſt, and 
confidence in God,. Ihis is a divine exerciſe of all grace: 
It muſt therefore be of wonderful benefit to the ſoul! well 
might the Pſalmiſt ſay, ** It is good for me to draw near 
to God!” In prayer, we can plead Chriſt's merits, God's 
covenant and promiſes; and it is of great uſe in prayer, to 
lead theſe, and to have right and clear conceptions of 
God's free love, his covenant of grace, and u oer 
freely given to us out of infinite love, and flows 0 oor 
27. | -* RNNers 
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13.1 
| Gramm through the * merits, and interceſſion. 9” 
Jeſus Chriſt. It is of great uſe in prayer, to remember, 
what the Lord hath already done for us, ſaving us . 
our wickedneſs, ſin and blood, blindneſs, and miſery 
from the ſlavery of ſin and Sata, to be heirs of God; 
adopted children , in Chriſt! how he hath preſerved 7 
bleſſed us, given us all we enjoy, and will bleſs us with all 
N bleſſings in Chriſt, bring us to eternal life and. 
glory through —ç * This muſt raiſe — ſoul to love, 
and delight in God, and increaſe faith, hope, truſt, 14 
e him. We ſhould be particular in giving thanks 
| ticular mercies ; and be particular in our requeſts to 
Ge pour out our hearts before him: be particular in 
1 confeflion, i in petitions, in thankſgiving, in interceſſions 
for all men, more eſpecially for the glory and increaſe of 
Chriſt's kingdom; for the — houſehold of faith; ; for 
— friends and cauſes ; for faichful preachers; and 
very particular to interceed for thoſe, to w hoſe ſouls we: 
deſire to do good; to lay their caſes before the oor, and 
to vary our petitions as their ſtate requireth: This is the 
way to be uſeful to them, and for the cd to bleſs our en. 
deavours for their | 
_ . . Thirdly. To wvatch unto prayer to watch che — PR 
of our ſpirits in prayer; to watch unto times and 9 
of prayer; to beware that nothing prevents prayer, or that. 
it be not ſlightly performed, is a duty of vaſt im b 
Suffer not Satan, lloth, talking, or any thing to r oof 
of theſe precious ſeaſonsof drawing near ta God, to recei 
all bleſſings thereby. It will be of great ule to have Free 
times for prayer; when moſt at quiet, alone, or when bu- 
ſineſs permits: and to ſuffer nothing to divert us from theſe; 
but watch to pert orm the duty as if 1 lvation 3 upon 
it. If faith be weak, and the ſoul dry, and unſit fer pray- 
Is yer let us go and. attempt our duty in the name and 
Laren of Chriſt, putting forth the withered hand as the 
commandeth. Whale we attempt the ontward act, 
* Lord may give us the ſpirit of prayer: This I have of- 
ten found, in low, dead frames; as if I had no power.or © 
ſtrength; yet, on attempting the duty, ſtrength, tai aith, and 
power have been given; and when it is dagen the Lord will 
accept the will: _ I have thought thoſe. prayers He moſt 
e becauſe there a moſt e 3 
- drynels, 


R 8 
dryneſs, thut nothing but Chriſt's merits: and interceſſion 


1 


could give us to hope for acceptance. It isa great miſtake, 


as it appears to me, to neglect prayer, as many do, becauſe 
they ate unfit, and haye no good frame. Oh! let us go in 


the ſtrength of the Lord! Put forth the withered hand: 
The Lord will help you. Do not ſay, you cannot pray, 


and ſo (as many do) omit the duty! You can attempt the 


art of Prayer : Let me perſuade you to do it conſtantly, 
1 find the benefit great. We know not what the 


will enable us to do, till we make trial. I know Satan, 


ſelf, ſloth, anbelfef; Kc. will all plead againſt this: But, 


Watch, and fee what anſwers to Prayer you receive; ob- 
ſerre how good and faithful the Lord is, in 1 Tun 
_ requeſts of them that fear him: ſee what a gracious God, 
hearing prayer, you have. How muſt it draw the foul to 
love and adore the wonderful God, who condeſcends to hear 


let faith and the word of the Lord pen 7 | 


mach vile worms . Iwill love the Lord, becauſe he hath 


heard my prayer: becauſe he hath inclined his ear unto 
me, I will call upon him as long as I live. Pſalm cxvi. 
1. 2. To ſee how con; poten fark 

much increaſe faith, hope, truſt, and confidence in him; 
it will give us tohaveſweetexperience of the truth and faith- 
 fulneſs of God's word and promiſes : This will encourage us 
: 2 more and more, to fly unto him as our refuge, to 

W 


imcontinually; for we never ſeek his face in vain. | 


We fhould alſo confidently enpect anf wers to all our pra 
Which are according to his word: We honour the Load 


; It will be according toour faith, *<Aſk what ye will 
in my name, I will doit.” And that bleſſed promiſe, 
Mark xi. 23. 24. Whatſoever things ye deſire when ye 
pray : believe that ye receive them, and ye ſhall have 


our prayers will alfo 


by. 


_=— in him, and expecting firmly what he hath promi- 


them. What a myſtery of faith is here! But, wel p . WM 
ry a | ord ; it 


and yet not anſwers, according to God's Mord; 
is no wonder if we have them not. Oh! let us ſtir up faith 
and hope! It is not that we are worthy : but that Jeſus is 

wortlly! and all is freely given through Him. Open wide 
the mouth of faith, — od will fill it. | 


bers none wilt he offended, il preſume to point out 


, fome method and times of prayer. In the morning, be- 
fore we engage in any buſineſs, or ſuffer our choughts to 
© ; =, #- ; . f wh ; ; ] . 7 we 
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dwell on any thing, our hearts ſhould be lifted up to God: 
and, as ſoon as we are dreſt, we ſhould fall down before 
him, and offer up body, ſoul, and ſpirit to God, in 
Chriſt: ts adore, worſhip, and praiſe the glorious tri- une 
God ! we ſhould pray to be kept, taught, fariftifed, - di- 
reed and governed in all things by him, and make ſuita⸗ 
ble petitions as our ſtate requireth : If we have no family 
to pray with, to make this. more particular and ſolemn; if 
we have families, to make it more ſhort and general. After 
breakfaſt, or before dinner, to pray again: and again after 
dinner, or in the afternoon. In the evening to pray ſecrets 
ly again and once or twice to add interceſſions for all men; 
as above; beſides family prayer in the evening. I know ſe- 
veral eminent chriſtians uſe this method, who grow much 
in grace, &, I am aware it will be ſaid, Few have ſo 


much time or opportunity for Prayer. I anſwer. if WW 


would try, we might find time enough. I ſee in moſt, ma- 
ny ſpaces of time waſted in a day, which would ſerve for 
this purpoſe. It may be ſaid, ** Jome time is needful ta 
relax the body and mind. I anſwer, if we did delight in 
God, nothing would more refreſhand comfort us than hold- 
ing communion with him; and this way of mueh prayer 
is the means to enable us to delight in God. We love to 
converſe with thoſe we love; deſire to be with them; wateh - 
ing to ſeek occaſions of being with them; and will pretend 


many things to enjoy what we lore. Thus it would be in 8 


drawing near to the Lord in prayer, did we heartily love 
God. Te would pain the ſoul to be kept from waiting upon 
him. Nor will it hinder buſineſs ; fer the bleſſing of the 

Lord is that which gives ſucceſs and peace in buſineſs; and 
alſo, the Lord giveth power and ability to diſpatch buſineſs 


faſter and better than if we neglect prayer; and I have 


heard ſome ſay, that they have done more buſineſs, in leſs 
time, than when they prayed leſs. Nor do I know any, 
more diligent, or who diſpatch more bufinefs, than thoſe 
who Pray much and often: For unleſs the Lord build the 
houſe, their labour is but loſtthat build it, though they riſe 
np earix nd ſit up late... 8 
I have been longer upon Prayer, becauſe it is this brings 
a bleflingonevery other means, and without this, all other 
means will profit little. L alſo ſee how remiſs almoſt alla | 
in this great duty, What li 1 contents moſt! 2 
„„ 2 e l 


„ 

had rather do any thing than pray; —live at a diſtance from 
God—will-not come to him often, to have life and grace 
more abundantly. Family duty only, contenteth ſome : 
and ſome ſhort general prayer beſide, contenteth more. 
Alas! Is this to pray always? without ceaſing ? to la- 
bour in prayer? to ſtrive, to wreſtle, to watch unto it? to 
' abound in it? &c. Kc. This ſeems the real cauſe of that 
eold, dead, lukewarm ſtate of many : of that low ſtate of 
knowledge, faith, and grace in ors ; of that darkneſs 
and diſcomfort in many. Beſides, if Prayer bringeth not 
the continual influences of Chriſt into the ſoul, to keep and 
water it always, Satan, the world, or ſame ſin creeps in, 
and'we grow. remiſs in every duty ; formality prevails ; the 
vital power of godlineſs withers and decays; faith is not in 
exerciſe ; zeal and love grow cold; Satan's devices are leſs 
dreaded: ; a form without the power, or a worldly ſpirit 
poſſeſſeth us. Ihis is the ſtate of many at this day. None 
grow in grace, or in faith, or are conformed to the image 
bf Chriſt, but thoſe who are much with God in prayer: 
Such, only, know the ſecrets of God: are familiar with 
the Lord; can apply to him on all occaſions ; ; the Lord 
theweth' them his covenant. We are beſet and tempted with 
evils; We wreſtle not only with fleſh and blood, but pow- 
_erful, dreadful ſpirits of darkneſs, who watch to affault 
and ruin our ſouls! What great need then, to pray al- 
Ways, with all prayer and 13 in the ſpirit, with 
all perſeverance; that we may ſtand in the evil day of temp- 

tation! ae en | Ee) 71 
Fourthly. Watchfulneſs and Self-denial are of great im- 
portancę to advance the ſoul in holy living. To watch a · 
gainſt all fin, and all occaſions which lead to ſin; to watch 
our own hearts; and to know ourſelves truly. Self- know - 
ledge is of fingular uſe, to try and examine our hearts, the 
ways and - motives of all we do; whether God's glory be 
the end and defign of all we do, or whether to pleaſe our- 
ſelves or the world, or whether cuſtom be the ſpring of our 
actions. God's glory ought to be the aim and defign of all 
* Mr. HENRx, on theſe words, in Pſalm cix. © But I give myſelf 
unto Prayer, thus expounds them. I am for Prayer; Iam a man 
of Prayer; I love Prayer, and prize Prayer, and practiſe Prayer, and 
make a buſineſs of Prayer; and am in my element when I am at 
Prayer. —A good man is made up of Prayer GIVES HIMSELF TO 


PRAYER; as the Apoſtles did. Acts vi. 4.“ 
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ſo indiſpoſed, 7 mpt the duty, Sc. But, 
— de in on r pre e — 324 Youwill 
Hot part with your eaſe—will not crucify your luſts yon 
will not deny yourſelves, nor uſe Al dingte, or ſtir up 
the gift of God that is in you !—But you , do all this, 
and more, or you will never attain Peace or Aſſurance, but 
ſpend your daysin darkneſs, and lie down in ſorrow. To 
: offer comfort to ſuch looſe walkers, is togive them poiſon : 
| Reproof and admonition is proper. Yeare idle: Ariſe 
from your ſloth ; uſe all diligence; meditate, watch, pray 
much; keep your hearts; fearch, try, examine yourſelves ; 
Hy temptations-: be diligent in all means of grace, and do 
. You'abourd in them; or you are not faithful to your own 
fouls. =—= Dr. Prefton ſays, The reaſon that ſo 
_ loſe the fervour, life, and power of religion, is, be- 
cauſe they grow remiſs in /ecre? Prager: The facred fire 
goes out for want of the fuel of Prayer. If you'd be revi- 
ved, &c. Repem, and dothy fin works: that is, Uſe thy 
former diligence in calling upon God! This will bring 


divine influences of grace to renew your ſtrength and quick- 
en your ſouls. When the ſoul is in low, dull, dead 
Trains,” and unfit for Prayer; then we ſhould by all means 
| Tet about the duty; this is the ſeaſon that we want moſt to 
pity : this is, 20 ariſe and tube bold on the firength of God. 
They that are Fegenerated and truly united to Chriſt by 
Faith, r iple of life from him; and life has a 
power tog. TowhatfliSpoſes are we commanded to watch, 
ay, five,” and uſe all * to grow in grace, if we 
power? All the preſſing exhortations in Scripture 
ih abſurd and uſeleſs, if we were only as ſtocks and 
I nes But this'is Antinomian delufion! Such are poſſeſt 
fa, flbthfulfpifit ; deceived by Satan, carnal ſecu- 
= TR *Tis alſo rank unbelief and rebellion eee 
0 diſtcgard and ſet at nowught his commands and precepts, 
Which are the means he has appointed for us to obtain growth 
An all grate, Can ſuch be ſincere? Can ſuch 5 ea to grow 
into a meetneſs for Heaven—while they deſpiſe or neglect 
the very means God has ordained for that end? Is it not 
 *muchtObe'feared that ſuchi have no true faith or grace— 
Are no tue bels wen and have only got notions and opini- 
nis in their heads thſtead of Thrift in the Bart? Mr. Fla- 
44 | | 
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Fel day, zn lt Seine indeed, I do avow, if chat ever 7s 


attain peace and afſicrance in God's ordinary wa) you muſt 
take dae, with your hearts; Ke. There #4 feaſohs 
when ſound believers are ĩn dull, 1 frames: And, 
weak belierers find little power, life, or ſtrength in hol 
duties. But ſuch are not ſatisfied ; they will not reſt in 
fuch floth, indolence, and neglect, of duty ; but, like the 
in the Canticles, ariſe and feek the Lord, in every 
ee Gtace, Cant, Ill. 2. 3. 4. We can do the obt- 
ward act; we can force ourſelves to attempt Prayer, Rea- 
ding, &c. And, whilſt we go forth to attempt our duty in 


the outward act, the Lord does often give inward power, 


life, and ſtrength to perform that duty: This I have often 
experienced. When we are in the way of our duty, God 
meets us and bleſſeth us. Tis alſo an act of faith When we 
are dry and unfit for holy duties, to attempt them, believ- 
ing we ſhall find the Lord, this way, to help and to work 
in us both to will and to perform aright. © ** Seek, and ye 
ſhall find; Aft, and ye ſhall receive, fays Chriſt. This 
I have found true. To ſeek, is to attempt dur duty tho 
we be dull, cold, and dead, yet let us goto him in holy 
duties, that we may be quigkened, and? receive life more 
abundantly! 
Sodꝭ ways are contrary to all our natural affeRtions; ways, 
and. deſires; the doctrines of Chriſt are quite oppoſite . 
the h. It is the doctrine of the Croſs, 7 utterly'o 
to all the ways, wiſdom, and maxims 'of this world = 
ſelf- love) to be counted fools, to be deſpiſed and hated for 


Chriſt's fake, and to bear all things patiently : How con- 


trary to ſelf, and the fleſh : Therefore, it is the fleſh'that 
muſt be crucified, and the foul made bumble and Nein 
ſpirit; or we cannot be Chriſt's diſciples. 
It is of great ufe, to examine every duty andiaRtion'be. 
fore we enter upon it, and to take God's word as our rule 


and guide in it; to aſk ourſelves, why we do it? what is 


the motivewe act from ? toenquire thus, Will this thing 
be for God's glofy? do I intend hat as the end? is it accor- 
555 to God © Word am I in the way of my duty ? is it 
75 way! is it my proper buſineſ; ? what may be the 
ee this ? will this promote the divine life of 
_ ' faith and grace in my ſoul ? will this edify or do good to 
a * do n follow enn would he this, 


or 
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or ſpeak or act thus? am I not lowing prot from mem? or 
doing my own will only? would not this time be better ſ 
in Prayer? &c. ' Afterwards, .it is of uſe to examine, how 
we performed every duty; with what views? how much 
of pride and elf we diſcover in it; or of unbelief, or of 
Satan's devices? c. Alſo, before going out on buſineſs, . 
or for company, or pleaſure, to conſider _ fin may beſet 
us, what temptation may befall us, and whether it may not 
be ſafer for us to decline going, if we are not qbliged to it; 
and to-pray to be directed by the Lord, guided by his coun- 
ſel, and kept in peace and ſafety by his Providence and 
Grace; and to conſider what views we ſhall have of what 
we are about when it be over; whether we ſhall approve it, 
or wiſh it undone: If the latter, forbear to do it: check 
and deny your will for the preſent, and much peace and 
pſeaſure will be the conſequence. te ele ans 
There is in men ſome beſetting ſin, conſtitutional in 
moſt; This is apt to betray the ſoul; we are apt to be 
| blinded and deluded by it; it is infatuating ; drawing and 
exciting the deſires and thoughts after it: Therefore, 
great care and guard is needful againſt this! for Satan will 
ever be preſenting ſome ſuitable object to the mind to ſtir up 
this corruption. It is of great uſe to know i; for this is 
the heart-idol, which ſo eaſily betrays us. Prayer to the 
Lord to caſt it out, and for his grace to keep us watchful, 
and to enable us to overcome it, is our continual duty. 
* Refting in and truſting to ſenſible comforts and joys, 
prevent many from growing into vital Godlineſs : Joys 
and comforts pol mony 7 after, 72 truſt 2 as the 
Meuce of religion. Such pay little regard to any duty, un- 
tk it tend to warm their affections, &c. Such obſerve. 
not what growth of grace they attain, or whether they are 
transformed into the image of Chriſt, in patience, purity, 
and real holineſs; but, what joys and comforts they find; 
neither, whether theſe joys and comforts ariſe from a 
growing conformity to the divine will, in the way of du- 
ty, in à cloſe walk with God. But if their affections are 
warmed their paſſions ſtirred up.to ſenſible comforts, they 
conelude all is well. Alas! This deceives many! Aﬀec- 
ting diſcourſes on Chriſt, His Love, and what He has done 
for ſinners, and the Love of God, in Chriſt, diſplayed; 


heſeFyill warm the heart, and ſenſibly affect 


C at 1 | 
were never converted, or united to Chrift, or ſanctiſied 
through Faith in Him. Tis ſuppoſed that Satan can and 
does ſtir up and greatly advance ſuch joys and comforts as 
theſe; nay; that he can excite joys and raptures to a degree 
beyond thoſe the Holy Spirit gives to real belieyers ; for 
this increaſeth their deluſion, ſtrengthens his way rs in 


them, keeps them in carnal ſecurity, and his goods are in 
peace." Therefore build not ſo much upon thy joys, com- 
forts, and affections ; but ſee to thy actions, to thy walk 
with God, to the bent of thy will to glorify God in all 
things; for this is what God regaads. 
As there is a holy induſtry, which enables the ſoul to 
grow in grace, and to improve its talents, ſo there is alſo a 
ſpiritual ſloth and indolence which prevents it: This 
makes the ſoul like a door turning on its hinge, but never 
going out of its place. So they, who give way to this 
oth, make no advances in the divinelife; they will not 
ſtretch forth the withered hand in all holy diligence, nor 
ſtir up themſelves to take hold on Chriſt's ſtrength, or ge 
forth in dead frames to prayer, and ftrive and wreſtle to be 
quickened in ſpiritual ftrength.—Trufting in frames, is 
alſo an hindrance, yet moſt are apt to do this; and many 
| ſeem to miſtake frames for Faith, and truſt much vpon 
them. But faith is a truſting to, and reſting firmly upon, 
God's word and promiſe, venturing the ſoul upon Chriſt, 
as promiſed and ſet forth in the Goſpel, for our whole ſal- 
vation ; and this we may ſolidly rely on when we have no 
lively frames, and from hence ariſes that ſolid peace and 
reſt to the ſou}, which true Faith alone can give. Some 
weak believers go complaining from place to place, of the 
badneſs and deadneſs of their ſpiritual ſtate, and ſeem to 
lay more dependence on the counſel and advice of others 
and to expert more from that, than from a direct applica- 
tion to God. To aſk advice of a ſpiritual perfon is very 
good, and 1s often bleſſed with good effects; but as all our 
help and comfort muſt come from God only, on Chriſt 
alone we ſhould truſt, hope, and rely, for all quickening 
and renewing. Grace; for He is that bread of life which 
came down from Heaven, which alone can ſatisfy the 
ſoul. He that cometh to me, ſhall never hunger, he that 
believeth on me ſhall never thirſt. John vi. 34. 
Much Talking, even of ſacred things, has n | 
<A 


* | 
i 
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draw the. foul from a cloſe walk, and communion with 
God, to prevent ſecret prayer, or cauſe us to be remiſs in 
it: Mach Talk tends to beget lightneks of ſpirit, to. fl 

the mind with many ideas which unkt. us for ſecret duty, 

in à ſpiritual, fervent, waiting upon God: Thoughts of 
what, we have heard og poker enter in, and prevent the 
ſoul's aſcending up to Cod. Much Talking aſſo, tends to 


ſpiritual Pride. Solomon ſays, '** In the multitude of 


1 ® 2 


Words, there wanteth not fin,” , n | 
_ Eu. , read, are eee yore: of 
; , 1s a principal means to grow in all ſpiritual know- 
} wiſdom, . faith, . truſt, hope, Ee in 
God. .:' Tis in the Goſpel Chriſt is revealed, this is the 
Webs in er h we behold Him, by Faith ; this is the Great 
Charter of Heaven! Hefte is the covenant of Free Grace 
and Love ſet forth and declared, ſealed and ratified with 
the Seal and/Oath of the living God. The Scriptutes are 
rich mines of all heavenly, knowledge and wiſdom. 
[Theſe are the Chriſtian's: treaſury :; Here are precious 
things of God, infinite and wonderful! Here is the life, 
Jeath, doctrine, and legacy of the glorious Redeemer ! 


Here, he bequeaths to us at his death, unſearchable riches 


1 


.of grace; love, bleſſedneſz, crowns, kingdoms, rivers of 
pleaſure, cndlefs; . boundleſs glories, and everlaſting joy 
and peace! It muſt needs be of infinite importance and 
concern, truly and ſpiritually to underſtand the Word of 
God ; and the reaſon of my not pointing this out as the 
firſt principal means of ſalvation, was, becauſe what T 
have wrote on the neceflity of faith and much prayer, for 
_ the teachings of God's Spirit, ſeems to me abſolutely need- 
ful, in order to underſtand and diſcern the great and won- 
derful things of God's Word. It is for want of this, ſo 
many read the letter, but diſcern not the hidden ſpiritual 
things contained in it: they read the hiſtory of Chriſt, but 

underſtand not the glorious myſtery of Chriſt: For no 
man knoweth the things of God, but by the Spirit of God: 
They are fooliſhneſs to natural men; nor can they diſcern 
them; unleſs taught of God. The preaching of the Croſs 
is fooliſhneſs unto all ſuch ; tho it is the power of God 
unito ſalvation to all' that believe: Nay, -kriſt himſelf, 
h he. is the wiſdom of God and the power of God, 
iſdom of God in s myſtery, ſeemeth a | 

| 35 „ | OCK. - 
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block to alt not taught of God. See 1 Cor. i. 23. 24. and 
: , 11, 14. The Word of God is a myſtery! we ſhould. 
ſto yand. meditate on it day and night; we Would always 
7, before we read 1 ght of God; as Paul did 
r the believing Ephefians, 37% a iii. that the Lord 
55 give us the ſpirit of wiſdom and reyelation, to open 
the eyes of our un ie en lieg that we might know the 
hope of his calling, the excee; reatneſs of his oY 
grace, and love; and to know te ove of Chriſt, whic 
paſſeth know edge ge, Kc. Chriſt is the m of the 
word, the hidden treafure contained in it; hei is the Tricar- 
nate Word: All the revelations of God tend to pn = 
Chriſt, and our great needof him. 3 
3 rend, to hear. what the Lord God will agree 
rayer, we ſpeak to God: In hearing « or thee 

bis ord, the Lord f eaks to us.— Tis the word 0 
He, "tis the word of ſalvation, tis the ſtandard of all 
truth; *tis the rule of life; it points out the way to 
Heaven; tis the compaſs to ſteer by: Here are a 
cepts and directions both for faith an practice in ev 
duty of life. In hearing or reading this s bleſſed Wo 
we ſhould attend as if we heard the voice of Okrift him 
ſelf ſpeaking to us; we ſhould take heed, as Chriſt bids . 
us, who and what we hear * eached, bringing all oy 
the teſt of the written Word, and receive nothin! 
8 e Word teacheth, left we hear men untau 
poſe or 4s away the Scriptures of Na | 
and 1 « the blin 
error of many who explain all the deep and wonderful 
_myſteries of God by unſanctified Reafon, which cannot 
comprehend them, 3 as far above Reaſon, as the 
Heavens are above the Earth: We may meditate : 
the Word of God, and diſcover more and more won- 
derful . in it to our hves end! When we read an 
thing which ſtrikes the mind, or what we want to un 
derſtand, we ſhould ſtop, and pray to be taught of 
God: when going to ear it preached; ſhould pray 
that Chriſt may open our hearts to underſtand and be: 
lieve, as he did Lydia's, Acts xvi. It will enlarge our i 
views, and confirm our faith; to obſerve the won | 
ſublime prophecies of the Old Teſtament fulfilled in the 
9 ow. precious David eſteemed the ö . 


4 


lead the blind.” This is the fat 


God! « above thouſands of gold. O how I love thy 
Law 'tis my meditation all the day. I delight in thy 
Word : 'tis a lamp to my feet, &c,” Let us learn, 
ſtudy, and pray much, that we may ſee the wonderful 
things of God's Word ! Chriſt ſays, Search the Scrip- 
tures: for he that heareth my Word, and 9 wn, 
JJ EY 
Sixthly. Chriſt is the : foul and ſubſtance, of every 
inance; we ſhould ſeek to find him in them all: for 
is our Life! And the, holy Communion of his 
Body and Blood, which Himſelf hath: ordained we 
mild partake of as often as poſſible. O this is a moſt 
divine Ordinance indeed ! Here the precious death and 
paſſion of Chriſt is ſet forth, his wondrous ſacrifice of 
himſelf, as offered for our fins, in viſible figns! Here, 
by faith,-we may feed on Chriſt; receive him into our 
hearts, to dwell in us, to heal the diſeaſes of our ſouls, 
to impart freſh ſupplies of 3 life, grace, faith, 
and ftrength to the ſoul. Here we ſhould come, as to 
the N Phyſician of the ſoul, open to him all our 
diſeaſes, tell him all our wants, ſhew him all our trou- 
dles, believe him preſent, willing to give all that is 
really good for us; conſider his love, dying to ſave us! 
The great God, Creator of all things, incarnate, (made 
fleſh !) that he might in our nature fulfill the law for 
us, work righteouſneſs to juſtiſy us, preach peace and 
falvation to loſt finners, and then offered up himſelf as 
a2 full atonement and perfect ſacrifice for our fins; All 
who believe are pardoned, juſtified, and accepted through 
bim. This Sacrament is to ſeal pardon and peace to 
our fouls; here, poor, helpleſs ſinners are called to re- 
ceive all this freely ; not for any merits of ours; not be- 
cauſe we have ſaid ſuch and ſuch prayers, read ſuch and 
ſuch books to prepare us, as many blindly think; No: 
nothing can make us worthy, but Chriſt himſelf! We 
. poor, blind, miſerable ſinners, to be heal- 
ed, bleſſed, and enriched by Chriſt, freely; carry nothing 
but faith, and a deep ſenſe of our miſery, and of the 
Lord's will and power to help and bleſs, We ſhould. 
expect great things, vaſt bleſſings out of Chritt's fulneſs! 
Fear not, only believe, ſaith the Lord, © according to 
IPOS T8 200 SOL . WW ARL By, 6. nok Capel 
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from this ordinance ! If we receive Chriſt to dwell in us, 
what life, grace, comfort, joy and peace muſt we receive? 
If Chriſt be in us, he is that Hope of Glory] All bleſſings . 
muſt come with him: He 1s ALL IN ALL. This Sacra- 
ment is a great myſtery of faith ! Tis Faith alone makes it 
efficacious. We muſt pray much for Faith: Precious Faith 
brings Chriſt and all bleſſings into the ſoul. If faith be 
weak and low, let us go, that the Lord may renew out 
ſtrength! Chriſt not only gives himſelf, and all grace to us, 
but he alſo creates faith in us, to enable us to receive him. 
O let us go, weak, helpleſs, and wretched, as we are! The 
Lord alone can heal us. It is the ſick only, need the phy- 
ſician ; nor can any thing on earth heal us, but Chrift him - 
ſelf. Reaſon comprehends nothing of this myſtery! Men 
of reaſon only, receive nothing but the bread and wine; 
tis Faith alone feeds on Chriſt and receives him with all 
his fülneſs, grace and ſalvation. Many poor ſouls have 
gone to this myſterious Feaſt, cold and low in faith, but 
the Lord has met and bleſſed them ſo in the ordinance, - 
that they have returned filled with love, joy, and peace: For 
the © nn and filled them with faith and hispreſence; * 
ſo that their ſouls have been ſatisfied as with marrow and 
fatneſs! thus the Lord fulfilled his promiſe, Seek and ye 
ſhall find, &c.” But if no preſent refreſnment be received, 
if we went ſincerely truſting to Chriſt to heal, bleſs; ana 
come into our ſouls; we ſhould believe we have received 
him, although at preſent we have no ſenſe of his preſence, * 
et we may afterwards ; for tis by faith we live, and not 
y ſenſe, or frames. ' 23% es 
- Seventhly. Another means to advance the divine life 
in the ſoul, is, To ſeek and pray much to comprehend the 
1 myſtery of the Perſon of Chriſt. This is a won- 
derful myſtery indeed! to ſee God in Chriſt in the glorious 
F alneſs of the Godhead!— The Angels deſire to behold 
the myſtery! Chriſt ſays, He that ſeeth me, ſeeth the 
Father: I and the Father are one.” When by faith we ſes 
Sad in Chriſt, it is transforming to the ſoul; changing us 
_ into the ſame image, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Chriſt is the Image ane 
Glory of the inviſible God! In Chriſt, we may fee what ? 
the great and glorious God is: In the life and actions of 
Chriſt, we ſee almighty power, infinite wiſdom, amaamg 
love, goodneſs, truth, 3 grace! ſee him walking-{ 
ao: : OG: 
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on che ſea, ſtilling ſtorms and winds by his word : raiſing 
the dead to life, 2 the ſouls and bodies of men by 


his word; quickening dead ſouls to life; devils ſubject to 


his word; preaching pardon and peace to loſt ſinners; for- 


giving fins; and at laſt dying on the croſs, to ſave his 


«© Behold ! What manner of love is this, that vile ſinners 
ſhould become the ſons of God !” This is a myſtery too 


2832 people! Here is love, amazing? bound- 
leis! and ſurpaſſing all knowledge! Here is God's won- 
drous love diſplayed !—Well might the Apoſtle cry out, 


great to comprehend! we may wonder and adore, but not 


attain to know fully the myſtery of Redeeming Love ! In 


man knoweth the Father but the Son and be to whom the 
Son will reveal him.” Matt. xi. 27. Nor can any man 


know Chriſt, but by the Father. He is the incomprehen- 
fible Jehovah, equal and of one eſſence with the Father: 


He is not only King of kings, and Lord of lords, but he 
has a name which no man knoweth but himſelf : Rev. xix. 
12+ For no man or angel can comprehend the Eternal 


God! Yet This wondrous God veiled his glory in fe, to 
axe Sinners! He was © God manifeft in fass, that we 


might ſee, behold, and converſe with him; which we 


could not, had he appeared in glory: for when on {the 
mount, ſomewhat of his glory ſhined through his cloaths, 


Chriſt, we may ſee as much as we are capable of; nor is 
there any way to know God truly, but in Chriſt: No 


ſo that they became gliſtening, and his face ſhone like the 


Sun; his diſciples could not bear the glory, but fell down, 
as dead! Yet to this glorious Saviour We are united, by 
faith! and he dwells in us by his Spirit, 22 light, 


grace, ſtrength, and all 2 life to the ſoul. The 


more we can apprehend 


to the world; the Sun gives light, life, and power to all 


nature; ſo does the Sun of Righteouſueſs to the foul! No- 


thing would live or grow in the earth, was it not for the 


_ darkneſs, 


— 


hriſt by faith in this glorious 
myſtery, the more we are quickened, renewed, and changed 
into his image. Chriſt is more to the ſoul than the Sun is 


ſun ? ſo nothing good can grow in the ſoul, but through 
the Spirit of Chritt In winter all nature ſeemeth dead, 
becauſe the Sun is ſo far removed; and in the ſpring, _ . 
when the Sun returns, all nature revives and flouriſhes ; | 
juſt ſo; when Jeſus withdraws from the ſoul, nothing but 


Cl 


* 
darkneſs, deadneſs, and diſcomfort is there; but when the 
Lord ariſes on the ſoul, with healing under his wings, all 
faith, love and grace are in exerciſe. As the Sun imparts 
light and benefit to all, without emptying or diminiſhing 
its own light and glory; ſo can the Lord Jeſus fill and 
bleſs all with all blefſedneſs of falvation, life, grace, and 
- righteouſneſs, without withdrawing from any, or diminiſh- 
ing his own infinite fulneſs! Could we attain more to 
know the Lord thus, and draw near to him in actions 
oſ faith and love, we ſhould be more transformed into his 
divine image. For this we ſhould ſtudy, meditate, ſtrive 
and pray; for Chriſt is our life, ſtrength, and righteouſ- 
neſs, and we are complete in Him; and truly to know 
Him, is eternal life and glorx. "a 
This glorious Redeemer is alſo “ entered into heaven 
with his own blood, now to appear in the preſence of God 
for us! As our Advocate to intercede for us; as our great 
High-Prieſt, to offer our prayers, perfumed with the rich 
incenſe of his infinite merits; as God and Man in Chriſt, 
exalting our nature, bringing fallen man to be recon- 
ciled to- God, and into union with himſelf, having obtain- 
ed eternal redemption, and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt for 
us; and as our Fore-runner, taking poſſeſſion of Heaven 
for us! He is a vital head of divine influences to every 
true Believer, who is united to him by one ſpirit, and as 
a living member of his myſtical body, receiveth ſpirĩitual 
life, and all grace out of his infinite fulneſs. Becauſe 
he lives, we ſhall live alſo.“ 1 1 
It is alſo of great benefit in our chriſtian warfare, to 
know how to live by Faith in times of temptation, dar- 
neſs, trouble of conſcience, after any falls; orin times of 
reat trial or affliction, or when the Lord hides his face 
from us, and we are called to exerciſe Faith and Patienee? 
— Then to be enabled to truſt and reft on the Lord: Jeſas'z 
to commit body and ſou] to him; to caſt every burthen 
and care upon him; for the Lord to carry us in his arms 
through all temptations and trials; to 44 Faith in his 
Blood daily and hourly, for pardon: of all ſin; to take 
hold of his ſtrength under weakneſs; to lock unto him 
for light in darkneſs, for ſuppert under all trials; to'\pray 
and believe that the Lord will be our ſtrength, and de- 
liver us in time, and make all things work together for our 
IIC good 
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z 2 ſtrong bold of Satan! tempting us to try to ſerve 


„ . 
good.; and by faith and patience, to wait the Lord's time. 


* 


Chriſt is our life and ſtrength at all times — Let us, as 
commanded, in Iſaiah I. 10, When we walk in darkneſs 


and have no light, let us truſt in the name of the Lord and 
be ſtayed en our God !” Learn to live by faith at all times, 
and go-unto Chriſt under all burdens, trials, and tempta- 
tions, that we may find reſt and peace to our ſouls in him. 


It is allo of ſingular benefit to our peace and conſolation, 
to have right and clear views of Chriſt's righteouſneſs im- 


| ted to us, as our righteouſneſs, to juſtify us before God: 
This is that which the Apoſtle deſired to be found in, Phil. 


God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world to hi mſelf. 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his eternal Son to 
fave us; diſplaying his infinite love to the fallen race! 
Yet, herein appears the dreadful enmity -of man againſt 
God: In hating to believe or acknowledge God in Chriſt. 


All profeſs'to love God: But when the bleſſed God ap- 


pears, ſo as to be known, almoſt all would not have Him 
to reign. over them, but perſecuted him to death. So it 
is zoww : If any profeſs to love Jeſus Chriſt, and own Him 

a God, hatred and enmity preſently appear againſt him? 


This is Satan's device to keep men from all true know- 
ledge of God: For there is no knowledge of God to any 
benefit, but as he is, in Jeſus Chriſt. The God of this 


world (ie Devil) hath blinded the minds of them who be- 
lieve not, leſt the light of the glorious Gofpel of Chriſt 


ſhould ſhine unto them.” 2 Cor. ix. 4. And becauſe the 


world is agreed to deſpiſe this way of knowing God, in 
Chriſt, and to count them as fools and enthuſiaſts that do, 
we are often tempted to be aſhamed of this cauſe before 
men, fearing to loſe our friends, our credit and worldly 
intereft ; [unwilling to be counted fools, or ſuffer harm or 
loſs; to be hated by the world—we would keep good 
terms with the world, are afraid of its ſcoffs and con- 
tempt ; we dare not ſpeak a word for Chriſt's glory, cauſe, 
and truth, when we hear it oppoſed or deſpiſed. 

Oh! This is a great hindrance to many; (it hath been 


. fo to me) being aſhamed to own boldly the doctrines and 
| glory of Chriſt, at certain times of trial, to the wound- 


ing of the'conſcience and quenching of the Spirit. This 


wa 


* "i 


< 


[ 29 ] 


two maſters, tho' Chriſt tells us, Tis impoſlible!” This 
prevents many from following the Lord heartily : Carnal 


wiſdom pleads for this, altho the Lord ſays, If any man 


be aſhamed of Him and his words, in this evil generation, 
of them will He be aſhamed, before his Father, the an- 
gels, and the whole aſſembly of Heaven and Earth,” Mark 
viii. g38——Hiſtory ſhews us dreadful examples of ſome 


eminently good men who have fallen by this temptation, 
when ſome critical time of trial has called them to appear 


| boldly for the Truth, tho” at the hazard of place, favour, 


riches, or even life itſelf. . Trying to preſerve God's favour 
and man's too, have kept them from owning the Lord's 


_ cauſe openly, ſo they gave it up: but the Lord mocked 
them for ttying to keep terms with him and his enemies 


too; for the very evils they thought to ſhun, the Lord 


| hath brought upon them. I could name ſome of theſe, 


whoſe hiſtory has made me to tremble, and to cry out, 
Wonderful art Thou, O Lord! and juſt are Thy Judge- 
ments.” On the contrary, I have read of ſome, who 
3 ventured al for the Lord's cauſe; and yet, through 
the power and wiſdom of God, have preſerved the eſteem 


of God and man too. Bleſſed are all who truly truſt in 
Him! For the Lord maketh all things work together for 


good to them that fear and love him, but confoundeth the 
devices of men. For, Whoſoever will fave his life, ſhall 
loſe it : But whoſoever ſhall loſe his life for my ſake, and 
the Goſpel's, the ſame ſhall ſave it.“ Mark viii. 35. 


We muſt have ſome perſecution, if we live godly in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus.” If the 1.ord hath choſen us, the World will 


hate us: But the Lord hath ſaid, Bleſſed are ye, when 


men ſhall revile, perſecute, and ſay all manner of evil of 

you, . fal/ely, for my Name's ſake! Rejoice, and be exceed= 
lag glad: nay, leap for joy! for great is your reward in 
Heaven.” Matt. v. 11, 12. and Luke vi. 22, 23.—— 
It is given as a great bleſſing to ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, | 
and we ſhould rejoice when called to it. 5 


Eighthly. The Apoſtle ſays, „Be not flothful, but 
followers of them, who through: faith and patience inherit 
the promiſes.” ' Heb, vi. 12. And be diligent leſt there 


be a root of bitterneſs, or any heart-idol, which quencheth 
the Spirit, and prevents the growth of Faith and Holineſs 


in the ſoul. Any fin indulged, or known duty omitted, 
will hinder the ſoul's progres in the divine life, and greatly 
; | C3 2. 
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hurt our peace of mind, We are Pilgrims, travelling to- 
wards Zion: O let us preſs forward, towards the Prize ! 
Let us not be content with any meaſure of Faith or Grace 
already received; but let us fight, ſtrive, pray without 
cealing, to attain more and more of Chriſt's unſearchable 
riches !—to grow into his ſpirit; to be dead to the world; 
to have our converſation more in Heaven; and to conſider 
this life as a dream, a land of ſhadows, which we are paſſ- 
ing from, and ſhall ſoon be in Eternity! An endleſs, 
boundleſs Eternity is at hand !—Oh! conſider what Eternity 
1s!—Millions and millions of years may paſs away, and 

vaſt Eternity will ftill be but Beginning, A few days, 
months, and years, at moſt, will bring us all into this end- 
leſs, unchangeable ſtate! O my friends, let us look for- 
wards, and. by faith take realizing views of unſeen things 
by meditation and faith bring them near, ſo as to im- 
reſs the foul deeply, and make them as preſent to us! 
Faith and prayer will give us ſweet evidences of unſeen 
things, and raiſe the heart and affections to things 
above. We ſhould endeavour to be awfully impreſſed with 
adeep ſenſe bf the Omnipreſence of God, ſo as to ſpeak 
and act as if we ſaw Him who is invifible! This enabled 
Moſes to act ſo valiantly for God, and not fear the wrath 
of the king: and this will keep us from the fear of man, 
from a viking ſpirit, vain words, waſte of time, and ftir 
us up to diligence, to work while it is day; and-whatſoever 

we can do, to glorify God, or to benefit man, to do it 

with all our might; to watch, ſtrive, and pray, making 
our calling and * ſure; to run our race with patience, 
looking unto Jeſus for all life, ſtrength, and grace, and, as 
our great Example, bearing the Croſs ; and be ready to 


own and confeſs Jeſus before men, if called to it, that He 


may own and confeſs us before God, angels, and men. 
O let our life and example declare whoſe we are, let them 
_edify, teach, and reprove! All men cannot underſtand 


doctrines, but all men are judges of a holy life; the fruits 


declare what the tree is; And it is remarkable, that at the 
day of judgment, as Chriſt hath repreſented it, in Matt. 

' - xy. no mention is made of Faith, but by their avorks they 

are judged; becauſe good works are the fruits of faith, 
they prove whether faith was real, and faving, or nominal 
only ; Not that any works can juſtiff us or have any part 
in juſtification; for we are juſtified freely, by 8 


E 3 
Chriſt ; his Blood pardons, and his Righteouſneſs, imputed- 
to us, juſtifies us, when we believe * all proceed from 
the free love and mercy of God, all a free gift of hie 
Grace. Yet, good works (as St. James ſpeaks) : juſtify 
before men, for by theſe they can judge whether Faith be- 
living or dead;” and fo at the laſt day, our works will de- 
clare whether we did believe or not. Chriſt hath choſen 
us that we ſhould bring forth much fruit; He that keep-- 
eth my commands, he it is that loveth me.” John xiv. 
21, & xv. 16. It is by being vitally united to Chriſt by 
faith, that we can bring forth any fruit: and it is 
a 2 myſtery of faith and holy living, to go quite out of 
Se if to reſt, truſt, and believe on Chriſt alone for our 
whole ſalvation, and to be zealous and fraitful in all good: 
works; yet not truſt or rely on them at all for juſtification, 
but on Chriſt oy, who is wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanc-" 
tification, and complete redemption to all rue believers . 
Bleſſed are all, who thus truſt in him!“ . 5 
In the general Thankſgiving of our Church, we pray, 
e that we-inay be given up to God's ſervice, and walk be- 
fore him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all our days, ” 0 
what a great thing it is, to be given up to God's ſervice in 
all things! All 1 have ſaid and pointed out in theſe Di- 
rections ſcarce amounts to this! This is all I plead for, 
all I would men to: To be given up to God in all 
things, is to be holy indeed! Some would do well to con- 
ſider this, who uſe this petition before God, and yet oppoſe 
and are enemies to vital holineſs in practice. O that I, 
could perſuade all fincere Chriſtians to devote themſelves: 
entirely to God! *Tis for this very end I lay before them 
theſe few directions, aſſuredly believing, if duly practi- 
ſed, through the grace of Chrift, they will enable us to 
_ glorify God in our lives, and at-our deaths; to live holy 
and happy, to die in peace, and ſo to enter into the eter- 
nal joy of our Lord ER _- 
Laſtly. We ſhould be much io praiſe and thankſgiving: 
for all the bleflings already beſtowed on us—ever praiſing 
God for jeſus Chriſt, for in him and through him we have 
all bleſſings in time and eternity. I have avoided every diſ- 
putable point, and enforced nothing but what appears to 
me neceſſary to be believed and attempted to be practiſed by 
all real Chriſtians: Nor have I advanced any thing but 
what I know by bleſſed experience, and have found _ 


ſus Chriſt; but have a comfo 
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nefit and comfort of, myſelf. I now ſend them forth, he 3 
0 e Lord will bleſs and ſanctify them to the good and 


olation of many of his weaker children, whoſe real 


edification and growth in all grace I much deſire, and E | 
leſs 


daily for : -and I beg of all ſuch, to pray the Lord to 


and apply them to their hearts by his Spirit before they 


read them (as they ſhould all books, if they expect any be- 
nefit by them); for it is the _— and grace of Chriſt is 
ALL in ALL. It is by the Lord's Power and ſpirit alone, 

that any thing can profit the ſoul. The Inſtrument is no- 


thing: God can uſe weak and fooliſh means, in order to 


glorify his wiſdom, power, and grace. It is written, 


Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit! ſaith 


the Lord of Hoſts.” The Lord chooſeth baſe and weak 
things; can cauſe a worm to threſh the mauntain, and by 


pe” babes and children perfect his own praiſe! I have no end 
to ſerve, but my Saviour's glory; nor have I any hope of 


its being bleſt to his people's good, but through the bleſ- 


ſing and Spirit of Chriſt, my Lord, who hath been my all- 


uide through my pilgrimage now draw - 
E nothing but to depart, and to be 


ſufficient God and 
ing to an end, de 
with Chrift. 


I could have added much more, but feared bots tedi- 
dus: Such as they are, I commit to the grace and bleſſing 


of the glorious Redeemer! Inwhoſe name I ſend them forth. 


May Thy Blefling, O Chriſt! accompany them; and Thy 


Spirit ſanctify and apply them, to the comfort and benefit 

ol many ſouls, and to Thy praiſe and gory who liveth and: 
reigneth with the Father and the 

"ETERNAL, JEHOVAH! To whom be all honour, 


oly Spirit in ONE 


glory, thanks and praiſe, by Angels and Men, for ever 
and ever! AMEN, | wo C9 


"CONSOLATORY LETTERS 


To one who ſeemed drawing near to his Diflolution. 
W Written by an eminent Chriſtian (now with God). 


JJ 1 LE T-TER-$ -- 
© Dear:Friend, . eee 
Am glad that you have no fear or doubt of your eternal 
happy ſtate, in the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord Je- 
2 utance, that you are 


4 


L 5 
freely pardoned, juſtified, and accepted in Chriſt, th i 
the riches of God's free grace and love; and that you are 


. 
1 — 


paſſed from death una life. I ſhould be glad alſo, that you 


were entirely reſignd to the Divine Will concerning your 
ſtay in the body. — to wait the Lord's time; Some- 
thing remains to be done in you and by you, during your 
ſtay in the body; perhaps it may be for the glory o God 
and your felicity, if He mould prolong your life. Be wil- 
ling to wait upon Earth a while longer, if the Lord pleaf- 
es: Commit yourſelf wholly to the Lord, and pray to 
have no will but His; and be aſſured, that if Providence 
is ſo diſpoſed as to continue your life, that it ſhall anſwer 


ſome purpoſe for God's glory either in Grace, or Provi- 


 4ineſs, and ſanctification; in the perfection 


dence, or both. — Our Title to Heaven ſtands in Chriſt's 

atonement and righteouſneſs ; but our Meetneſs for glory, 

in the work of the Holy Ghoſt, in a principle of grace, ho- 
ereof at 


death: And an additional Meetneſs for additional glories, 


by the Holy Spirit's aſſiſtance given us for the exerciſe of 
our various graces, under various providences, proſperous 


or adverſe, | 


gives opportunities 


” 
— 
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Where God defigns to confer additional glories, He 
fer the exerciſe of our various graces. 
Thus afflictions evidently are to prepare us for greater 
glory, and ſerve to enrich our immortal crown, as the 
+ Apoſtle ſays, Our light affiftion, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weightof glory.” 
. Therefore give up yourſelf entirely to be prepared forglory _ 
in the Lord's way, and be quite willing to ſuffer, till the 
Lord ſhall deliver you for ever. You have but a little time 
to glorify God in upon earth: Heaven is coming, andeter- 
nal ſhall be your enjoyment! All the ſickneſs, pains, and 
increaſing decays of nature will end in the death of the 
whole body of fin and ſorrow, for ever and ever. Glad 
am I that you pray much daily, to be reſigned to the divine 
Will, and that of late you have had a greater ſenſe of the 


divine preſence in prayer, and find nearneſi to the throne 


of Grace, and more faith in a perſuaſion of your being 


8 heard; and that you have aſſurance ſometimes, that what 


ou aſk ſhall be granted: Theſe are happy fruits of the 


ol oly- Ghoſt's being given you as a - of grace and ſup- 


_ plication, giving you accefs thb C 


— 
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. „ 

Tis the Spirit helps you to pray in faith; It makes inter- 
_  :ceffion in or for us with unutterable groanings, and gives 
us perſuaſion that our prayers ſhall be granted: as the Apoſ- 
tle ſaith, This is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we aſk any thing according to his Will, he heareth 
us: And if we know that he heareth us, whatſoever we 
aſk, we know that we have the petitions which we aſked 
of him.” O this one bleſſed privilege of Prayer is ineſti- 
mable; God's people are praying people; they are ac- 


*  quainted with God, ſpeak often to Him in Prayer, they 


pour out their hearts before him, ſhew him ail their trou- 


bles: To ſuch the Lord reveals: himſelf, as he does not 


-unto the world ; ſuch have much intercourſe with heaven, 
which enobles and enriches the ſoul with all precious influ- 
.ences of Grace, Faith, and Love, from the preſence of Jeſus 
Chriſt.— rejoice that you increaſe in the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and delight in the myftery of the Incarnate 

God! His Riches of grace and glory are a mine of hea- 
venly treaſure, which we ſhall live upon for ever—Finite 
minds may admire and adore, but can never comprehend 
it! We ſhall receive out of his unſearchable . riches full 
and free communications of Love, to a vaſt Eternity! We 
_ ſhall drink freely of the Rivers of pleaſure which are at 
God's Right Hand for evermore which proceed out of 


| tte ſoul abundantly, and fill it with a Tranfport of Joy and 


- 


DEE glory, never to be interrupted, never to be ended ! 


Bear then with parience your lingering illneſs: Say, 


me cup which my father giveth me, ſhall I not drink 


nit? — Only endure, and you thall come out of the furnace 
of aftlifiion with great advantage? purged from all your 
tin and droſs, et made meet to dwell with a holy God, 
in perfect happineſs, when you have (at death) attained per- 
fect Holineſs ; For Holinefl is Happineſs begun, and when 
er death, it will be per Happineſs in Glory. 


0 : 
ait then, the Lord's time, till you are purged and 


ſanctiſied meet for Heaven. In the mean time take frequent 
refreſhing views of unſeen things: Meditate on that glory 


EE = that ſhall be revealed to you ere long. Take a Piſgah prof. 
pect of that promiſed land ; comme Bug of the ew 


*  Ferrſalem—thoſe Crowns of Glory, Rivers of Pleaſures, 
nd that Fulneſs of unſpeakable Bliſs, which flow from the 
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enjoyment of the ever bleſſed Three-One GO)! Ties 
this that will ſo fill the Souls of the bleſſed Company of 
Heaven with ſuch enflamed raptures of love and joy, as to 
make them cry out day and night, Hay, Holy, Holy, 

Lord God Almighty ! Salvation, Glory, Honour, and Praiſe 
be unto, God, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever! — Theſe _ 
wondrous Glories may poſſibly dazzle you while in this 
mortal body, but the immortal ſoul, when diflodged from 
fleſh and made perfect, ſhall be ſtrengthened and enabled to 
beꝛnr all this Glory in full blaze: For Chriſt hath redeem- © 
ed us, and made us Kings and Prieſts unto God,; and wwe H 
* reign with him in glory for ever and ever { ” i 
Peer not the dark paſſage of Death; Chriſt will be witn 
vou, and make darkneſs light, before you. He will ſuſß : 
ort you in his everlaſting arms; when your heart and fle 
Faileth, the Lord will be your ſtrength, joy, and portion | 
For'ever. You and I ſhall ſoon meet in Heaven May tage 
Lord grant us both ſuch realizing views of unſeen things, 
and ſuch a fullneſs of his Preſence, as may enable us to finiſh 
our courſe with exceeding joy! ſhall be the Prayer of - _ 
FE, | Your's, in Chriſt Jeſus, cc. 


Dear Fnend, $7 | | „ 
1 Rejoice to hear that the Lord hath been with you in uur 
L affliction, ſupporting you ſoas to make it pleaſant, and giuvv-- | 
ing you a ſweet, perſuaſion, that in the unknown paſſage f 
| 2 he will viſit you with unknown light and comfort. Lou 
may depend upon his Promiſes ; for there ſhall be a performance, 
by His almighty power, grace, and infinite faithfulneſs. lle 
that ſupported you under and carried you through the trials of : |. 
Life, will never leave you in any of the forrowsof Death. When 
friends cannot help you, when your own heart and fleſh fail © 
vou; then the Lord will be yourall-ſufficient Strength, to up᷑⁊-ʒ⁊ßk 
hold and protect you; He will never leave you, nor forfake * 
you. Reſt upon his oninipotent arm that is underneath to bear. ' 
you up; upon his infinite love, which will be then yourfrom=""" 7 


8 


fort, God will fo appear for you in your paſſage through death, 
that you. ſhall ſet up a memorial to the praiſe of infinite Grace + © =} 
and Goodneſs in the land of bliſs. . Chriſt will ſtand between 
you and danger, until you are paſſed over the waters of death? _ 4% 
+ He will divide the waters before you, and cauſe you to pas 
through thoſe depths as on dry land. In the intricate mazes of 7 
death, Jeſus will be your guide; He will give you cordialsthaſt 
you ſhall not faint. He will be your light in darkneſs, out 
Joy in ſorrow, your life in death; and make you perfect in te 
paſſage, and receive you to himſelf into eternal bliſs and 810. > 
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raiſe aft EN 
of Providence ſhall be opengd' to ybur ene ed foul 


. You will adore and praiſe the wondrous wa o God 15 ever! y | 
»-<Then your fou}, enfiamed and perletted i in love; ſhall join the 
8 Nr choir of Saints and Auel with all the- bleſſed” com- 


pany of Heaven, to ſing the Song of Moſes and the Lar b, wo : 
cry out, with tongues of ſacred fire, in endleſs extaſies of Joy, Oy 


.  < Greet and marvelous are Thy Works, O Lord God Almigh 
Ba lujahl For the Lord God Omnpotent retgneth !*? 


oon you will be in that City, whoſe builder and maker ts 


| Cod!---Fhe Tree of Life in the mi ede Paradiſe of God, 
ſhall for eyer exclude every kind and degree of Death. Tie 


8 hall * you to ling fountatns , waters mh and God Malt 
pe. away all Tears from your Eyes, and re 4 ns « from 
Diftrefs *” Chriſt is entered into Heaven as the Head 2 


all Believers, as our Fore-runner, 3a prep re man 2 eternal 


glory in his Father's Houle for us. He will receive our Spi- 
rits at the diſſolution of our Bodies! into his Joy and Glory 


Our dying fleſh ſhall alſo ſleep 1 in E it is his charger; add 


« wilt le it up in glory, and faſbion it like his. own m 


| of rious Body And ſo our whole Perſons at the Reſutredion * 


orn ſhall be again united, to live and reign with Him in un- 
known Bleſſedneſs, thro immenſe Eternity | 3 

May the Lord enable you to abt Faith upon him, an d thoſe, 
amazing Glories revealed and promiſed in the Word and Cove- 


| nant of Grace! May God the Holy Gheſt give you ſuch realiz- ; 


ng Views of Things unſcen, by Faith, and ſuch ſubſtantial evi- 
of Things hoped for, as may bring much Joy and peace 


1 "Rp to your Soul, and cauſe you to antieipate the Joys of, Heaven! 
8 . Z 5 And may #he Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit, and enable you o 
3 Teſt in full aſſurance, that neither Death, nor Life, lings "<8 
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e o on 2 ever Jpn you Hen. the. * 


> our-Lord 
555 150 5 Re 1 am Von, in our dear Lord, 8e. 
n 8 > IE * * 1 8. V 
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